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Papua LNG project status update 

On March 6 2023, Papua LNG partners To-
talEnergies, Santos and Exxon Mobil hosted 
an important event with government and 
business community leaders to announce the 
fully integrated Front-End Engineering Design 
(FEED) phase of the Project, and the unveiling 
of the Papua LNG logo. 
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The Papua LNG logo revealed to members of the Government and executive members of the Papua LNG project partners, 
TotalEnergies, ExxonMobil and Santos in Port Moresby on March 6, 2023

The Independent Advisory Panel’s visit to Evara community in Gulf province on January 16th, 2023        
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Barge trial on the Purari River 
in May 2023 
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The logo reflects the rich cultural heritage of 
the two provinces hosting the Project. 

It depicts a crocodile to represent the Gulf 
province, and the two sails of the Lakatoi 
to represent the ancient tradition of the Hiri 
trade between Gulf and Central provinces. 

We chose this logo as a reflection of our com-
mitment to the regions that host Papua LNG. 



   

       I am pleased to reach out and share important 
updates and milestones for Papua LNG; espe-
cially the fully integrated FEED entry that was 
celebrated on March 6th. You’ll also read how 
we are increasing our engagement with com-
munities and what will happen later this year.

Productive meetings have occurred through 
Lida Kibungs and the Gulf Provincial Working 
Group. 

The Community Relations team have begun 
awareness and roll out of the Village Liaison 
Officers (VLOs) recruitment, which has now 
expanded from PRL15 to also include repre-
sentatives across waterways communities, 
along the proposed Pipeline Export Route 
through the Popo inland communities then 
down to Orokolo coastal communities.

This will mean we have VLOs in every key area 
so we can regularly engage with communities 
across the region.

Our Wabo Camp has resumed operations, al-
lowing active engagement with communities 
in Ura, Wabo’oa and Wabo station. We have 
renewed and widened our partnerhip with Ka-
puna hospital where we also started a solar 
lamp project. And there will be more projects 
to come this year, including the construction 
of classrooms in Wabo and Evara to support 
the education of the children in the Project 
area, and preparing for their future.
 
I want to kindly remind you that we also have 
a Toll-Free line available out of our Herd Base 
camp. If you have any queries - I encourage 
you to call the Community Relations team on 
the following number: (+675) 7011 1777.
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Jean-Marc Noiray 
Managing Director TotalEnergies EP PNG Limited

Managing Director’s Message 

Independent Advisory Panel

Key Figures

Have been constructed since 2015 Will be constructed in 2023
Have received a scholarship for vocational 

training

171
STUDENTS

4
DOUBLE

CLASSROOMS  

4
DOUBLE

CLASSROOMS  

185
ADULTS

Have benefitted from the Adult 
Literacy Program, including 62% women

In November 2022 we established an Inde-
pendent Advisory Panel to provide insights 
and feedback to Papua LNG on environment 
protection, biodiversity, human development. 

The Panel members are highly reputable pro-
fessionals and community leaders recognized 
for their significant experience and steady 
commitment to make a positive contribution 
to the people and the country. The Panel’s 
mission is to encourage the Project in its ef-
forts to construct long-term relationships with 
the local communities and to preserve the en-
vironment. 

The Panel meets on a quarterly basis. Panel 
members visited Evara and Kapuna in Febru-
ary this year. Then in April the panel visited 
Ura, Wabo, Kavava and Kapuna. During each 
visit, Panel members engage with local com-
munities, hearing open feedback and obser-
vations. 

Further information about the Panel and their 
recommendations are published on the web-
site: www.papualng.com.pg
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Top (L-R): Dame Carol Kidu, Cardinal Sir John Ribat, Vojtech Novotny, Anne-Sophie Vervial and Marie-Alix Dognin being 
welcomed at Evara village (2nd Panel session).  
Bottom: The Independent Advisory Panel during the meeting in Port Moresby (3rd Panel Session)



Why are we beginning barging?

Tugged barges have already been used oc-
casionaly for some specific loads. This traffic 
will increase as part of the preparatory works, 
even ahead of the full launching of the Project. 
Therefore we undertook a barge trial in May 
to get a better idea of the constraints related 
to the movements of those aggregates loaded 
barges along the Purari river. We also want the 
local communities to see with their own eyes 
what those barges and tugs look like. 

The barge travelled up the Purari Aivei River 
to Herd Base, to be safely unloaded.

What’s on the barges?

The barge will carry aggregates which are 
small, dense rocks made by crushing larger 
rocks to the required size and shape. Some of 
this gravel is available in the Project area, and 
all efforts are done to maximize the use of this 
local material. But a complement as low as 
possible will have to be shipped from licenced 
quarries in Port Moresby area, where more 
quantities of higher grade is available.

The aggregate is used to consolidate the  
roads required between the different Project 
units (wells, upstream process plant (CPF), 
logistic base), and the platforms where those 
units will be built. 

Safety on the river 

Strong and consistent safety is our ongoing 
commitment! We want to make sure you’re 
safe and we also want the boats and passen-
gers to be safe too. 
 
- The barge will have a person who stands at 
the front to look out for people swimming in 
the river, fishing, travelling in canoes, washing 
or any other activity. 

- The barge will only travel at slow and steady 
speed. The person standing at the front of the 
boat will tell the boat driver to further slow-
down when they see someone in the water. 

- As an extra safety measure, there will be a 
‘multi-cat’ boat. This boat will be ahead of the 
tug and barge. It will spot and clear logs and 
other debris and maintain a good communi-
cation with local communities.

- The Komodo vessel will continue to travel 
up and down the river, carrying people who 
are working on social or environmental stud-
ies and community engagement activities.

- Daily ferry boats will continue to travel be-
tween Herd Base and Purari Airstrip.

- The supply boat that carries freight and 
containers from Port Moresby to Herd Base 
will continue once to twice a week. They will 
travel more frequently next year. We will 
keep you updated.

Other vessels on the river... 
What’s continuing 
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First trial of a barge aggregate was performed early 
May from Port Moresby up the Purari River

Facts about barges

The barge is 70 meters long and 20 me-
ters wide.  The barge will travel at a slow 
and steady pace along the river. 

Alongside or in front of the barge, there 
will be a tug-boat. Tugs are also powered 
by motors with propellors. Tugs are be-
tween 20-25 meters long. 

Once it barge has been safely unloaded, it 
will turn around and travel back down to 
river to Port Moresby.

Picture: The Komodo vessel which will continue to 
move up and down the river

Happening on the Purari River in May
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Stakeholder Engagement 
Gulf Province Working 
Group Meeting in Kerema

Gulf Provincial Government Administration representatives meeting with TotalEnergies PNG representatives at Kerema, Gulf province

On 16th November 2022, the Gulf Province 
Working Group (GPWG) met for the 6th time 
since it was formed. 

This significant meeting was held in Kerema, in 
the presence of TotalEnergies representatives 
and the Gulf Provincial Government Adminis-
tration representatives. The meeting in Kere-
ma was led by the Acting Provincial Adminis-
trator, Mr. Emmanuel Xavier.

The discussion covered the Environment Im-
pact Statement (EIS) roadshow (hosted on 
May 10th, 2022), Project key milestones, stake-
holder engagement updates and an overview 
of community investment programs currently 
underway. 

Government representatives also shared their 
priorities and activities. 

GPWG was established to foster consultation, 
information exchange and dissemination with 
host Provincial and local level government 
stakeholders. The group is an important and 
valued opportunity to listen and share ideas, 
and address challenges together.

Discussions with community leaders
The fifth PRL-15 Lida Kibung  meeting was 
held in Poroi 2 on May 18th 2022. This outcome 
was the first since the Project went into Care 
& Maintenance phase early 2020.
 
The event was well attended by the local com-
munities; 56 people represented seven com-
munities. The group included both men and 
women community leaders, rising youth lead-
ers, clan leaders, church leadership, local ward 
councilors plus school and health committee 
representatives. 

The sixth Lida Kibung was held in Evara on 
May 10th, 2023. It was a good opportunity for 
the Project team to connect and engage with 
the representatives of the PRL-15 commu-
nities. Together with the community we dis-
cussed areas of local interest and heard issues 
and opportunities. 

 QUARTERLY REVIEW

Marie-Alix Dognin, BSE Director, giving the Project 
status update as the Community Liaison Officer, 
Andrew Joupe, translates to community leaders

Dorothy Makani from Kaevari village talking during 
the meeting
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The Social Mapping Landowner Identification 
(SMLI) was completed early 2020. SMLIs  then 
submitted to the Department of Petroleum 
(DPE) in July 2022 and September 2022. 

DPE contracted an independent peer review 
of the SMLIs late 2022. 

DPE will soon begin the Landowner Beneficia-
ry Identification (Lobid) program. 

Land Owner Identification and Development 
Forum Planning

The Government owns and manages the Lo-
bid process. It sets the timing, process, loca-
tions and who is involved. A one-week Lobid 
location scoping was undertaken by DPE in 
mid-April. The actual Lobid should be finalized 
by end of May 2023. 

The purpose of the Lobid is for DPE to con-
firm the villages, clans & landowners. This will 

Papua New Guinea Department 
of

Petroleum and Energy

Petroleum Division
Eleanese St. New Town, Port Moresby

P.O Box 1993 Port Moresby
Enquires:  (675) 321 1936

Government contact details

Our Community Relations team maintains 
high level of focused on ensuring regular di-
alogue and consultation with communities 
across Project areas. 
 
Initially implemented in 2018, the Village Liai-
son Officer (VLO) program originally targeted 
communities around the PRL- 15 area; Wabo, 
Subu, Poroi 2, Kaevaria and Evara. 

The VLO program is now expanding to com-
munities along the Purari River. This includes 
villages in the Purari Aivei tributary at Aivai, 

Aumu and Apiope. The VLO program is also 
expanding to communities along the Pipeline 
Export Route to the Popo inland region, Muro 
area and down to the Orokolo on the coast.

Awareness for the roll out happened from 
February 27th to March 19th 2023, covering 27 
communities. 

Meanwhile the selection process is being final-
ized, and 20 new VLOs are being nominated.

Update on SMLI Report submission to DPE

Village Liaison Officer program to 
expand in Project area communities

TotalEnergies PNG Team talking to DPE 
representatives 

VLO awareness at Apiope village, March 1st, 2023

SMLI submission to Department of Petroleum and 
Energy (DPE)

VLO awareness at Luku village, March 4th, 2023

help the Minister to determine the Project 
beneficiaries, in line with the section 169A of 
the Oil and gas Act, who will later be invited 
to the Development Forum. 
This forum will take place over a two-to-three-
week period. At the Forum, landowners, the 
local-level government and the Provincial 
Governments of the Project host areas will 
discuss sharing benefits with national govern-
ment representatives.

The confirmed landowners are then invited to 
participate in the Development Forum. This is 
where the National Government through vari-
ous key economic departments, meet with the 
beneficiaries to discuss and agree to the per-
centages to be shared. 

The State is responsible for the organization 
of the different steps leading to the Develop-
ment Forum. DPE teams will be in liaison with 
the local communities during this period from 
Lobid to Development Forum.
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Workforce development
Scholarships available to students in Gulf province

Bridging the learning gap
Papua LNG signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with LiteHaus International in 
February 2023 to build literacy skills in young 
people.  

The MoU includes support for 11 schools with-
in the PRL 15 region, inland along the pipeline 
route and along the Purari River. 300 primary 
school students will have access to new learn-
ing tools. 

87 laptops and 11 workstations have also 
been donated, which will be re-furbished by 
LiteHaus. The laptops and workstations will 
help build the digital capacity of the targeted 
schools in the most remote parts of the prov-
ince. 

We value skill development that leads to work 
opportunities. That’s why the Project has es-
tablished a TVET scholarship program to help 
young people build knowledge and practical 
competency to achieve recognized qualifica-
tions in various sectors, for example mechani-
cal fitting, building and construction.

In 2019 TotalEnergies PNG signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU) with Port 
Moresby Technical College to provide schol-
arships to young people coming from the Gulf 
Province. In March this year we again signed a 
further agreement to continue the Scholarship 
Program, and we extended it to other regions. 

To date more than 171 students enrolled in var-
ious trade courses, with 71 completing their 
National Certificate (NC) in 2021. Two of these 

students are currently working on the Papua 
LNG Project and one at the Kapuna hospital. 

49 students graduated with a NC2 in April this 
year and are now preparing for NC3. 17 stu-
dents will begin this coming June. Earlier this 
year 53 students enrolled in the NC1 Scholar-
ship Program.

We actively promote women joining the 
Scholarship Program, and welcome 12 female 
students amongst the 53-student 2023 co-
hort.

For enquiries Scholarship Program, contact 
the toll-free line or engage with your CLO.
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Community Development Initiatives
Independent Advisory Panel members meeting with the communities in Wabo village, May 2nd, 2023

Donation of school computers to Kapuna Life School

Hannah is from Herekela, Orokolo Ihu LLG, 
Gulf Province. She recently joined TotalEner-
gies EP PNG as a Community Liaison Officer 
for the Pipeline Export Routes communities.

Isaac Suafia

Hannah Kavo

Igo Dairi

Isaac comes from Green River, West Sepik 
Province. He is a Community Liaison Officer 
dedicated to the Pipeline and Water Ways 
communities. Engaging with the local com-
munities is the most rewarding part of his 
work. 

Igo comes from Porebada in Central Province. 
He is a Community Liaison Officer dedicated 
to the Pipeline and Water Ways Communities. 
Meeting new people and visiting different 
places at the Project are is the most rewarding 
part of his work.

NC2 graduates with TotalEnergies PNG representatives, David Doucet – Societal Manager and Lina Nan-
dape – Workforce Development Coordinator



Logistical support to Kapuna Hospital

Local Business Development AGM
Between 19 and 22 March 2023 Koko Nene 
Henaru Resource limited held its shareholder 
Annual General Meeting in Subu 2, Ura Wabo, 
Poroi 2 and Evara. 

In November 2022, Papua LNG signed a fur-
ther Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with Gulf Christian Services in Kapuna. The 
MoU will provide health and education pro-
grams in Kapuna Rural Hospital. We are 
pleased to continue this long-standing part-
nership to assist the region build heath, edu-
cation and capacity building which has sus-
tainable benefits. 

A boost for children’s education

Logistics support, 
Donations by Rotary 
Boroko Club

An agreement was signed on 1st November 
2022 between charity-based organization 
Buk bilong Pikinini and TotalEnergies PNG, to 
support children across the Kikori District to 
have better access to fantastic books to im-
prove their reading skills.

The program has provided one thousand 
book kits to schools in Wabo, Poroi 2, Evara, 
Muro, Orokolo and Arevara-Harevavo. Teach-
er training and library management skills are 
also part of the program.

Rotary Boroko Club donated walkers, wheel-
chairs and crutches to Kapuna Rural Hospital 
in Baimuru, Kikori, Gulf Province. TotalEnergies 
PNG provided logistics support to transport 
the equipment from Port Moresby to Kapuna. 

The equipment will be of great help for pa-
tient mobility throughout the hospital. 
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Villagers paying close attention during the Koko 
Nene Henaru Resource Limited Annual General 
meeting

Ms. Leanne Resson, CEO – Buk bilong Pikinini and 
Mr. Jean-Marc Noiray, MD - TotalEnergies

Students showing the books donated

One of the happy wheelchair recipients

TotalEnergies PNG representatives Anne-Sophie Vervial and David Doucet with staff of Gulf Christian Services and school children from Kapuna Life School

The MoU includes logistics support, health pa-
trols, tuberculosis programs, the renovation of 
male dormitories plus a new mess and sanitation 
facilities for Kapuna Community Health Workers 
Training School and capacity building for Kapu-
na primary school teachers. 

The company presented the Operations and 
Financial reports to the shareholders.



Komuniti Toksave

About Papua LNG project

Building relationships over the long term is 
essential, and we are pro-actively building 
our Community Relations team to ensure we 
have regular and constructive engagements 
with communities across the whole Project 
area and beyond. You will have noticed that 
we have more Community Liaison Officers 
and more Village Liaison Officers. The aim is 
to have our team engaging with communities 
often and in many locations. If issues arise, we 
want to discuss them openly. We also want 
to support communities to achieve their own 
goals to develop capacity, infrastructure, sus-
tainable services and resources. 

That is why partnering is the cornerstone of 
our approach to community development, 
working together with groups and communi-
ties to empower and support. We are support-
ing Tanorama to develop ward development 
plans in more than 10 villages in the Project 
area. This is a community development initia-
tive that aims to do just that; listen and em-
power communities to be actors of their own 
development. We’ll detail more about the pro-
gram in the next Tok Save newsletter.

Over the coming months our team will con-
tinue to actively keep you updated through 
meetings, in-person visits and workshops. 

I will also continue my visits on a regular basis. 
I encourage you to be actively involved and 
welcome your feedback and thoughts.

BSE Director’s Closing message 

Papua LNG is a liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
production project led by TotalEnergies in re-
sponse to Papua New Guinea’s desire to de-
velop its gas resources. There have been esti-
mated at over 1 billion barrels of oil equivalent. 
The Project will have an LNG export volume of 
5.6 million tonnes per year (Mt/y).

The Project is a direct response to the growing 
need for energy in the Asia Market, which will  
contribute greatly to the economic growth of 
Papua New Guinea, focusing on people devel-
opment. It is also a landmark project, in terms 
of sustainability, carbon footprint optimisation 
and biodiversity consideration. 

We want the Papua LNG project to be exem-
plary in its deployment, paying particular at-
tention to the environment, biodiversity, 
respect of the local communities. 

Papua LNG Toksave newsletter published by Papua LNG 

on all our activities, events and partnerships around the 

Papua LNG project.

Papua LNG project Headquarter:
TotalEnergies EP PNG Limited

Deloitte Haus, MacGregor Street, CBD

NCD, Port Moresby

Papua New Guinea 

Email: contact@papualng.com.pg

Scan to visit 
Papua LNG website
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Marie-Alix Dognin 
Biodiversity, Societal, Environment Director
TotalEnergies EP PNG Ltd.

Marie-Alix greeting Dr. Valerie at Kapuna Hospital 
during the Panel’s visit in Januray, 2023


